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In this work, we report the first practical application of high-valent oxo-complexes for the reduction of
alkenes to the corresponding alkanes. The catalytic system Ph(Me)2SiH/ReIO2(PPh3)2 (5 mol %) proved
to be very efficient for the reduction of mono- and disubstituted alkenes under solvent-free conditions.

� 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
The reduction of alkenes is a fundamental reaction in organic
synthesis. The most commonly used method for reducing C–C
double bonds involves homogeneous or heterogeneous catalytic
hydrogenation.1 However, it requires the handling of the highly
flammable hydrogen gas and pressurized conditions. As an alterna-
tive, catalytic hydrogen transfer methods that make use of solvents
such as amines, alcohols and water as the hydrogen source have
been widely employed for the reduction of alkenes.2

The reagent systems NaBH4/Pd/C,3 NaBH4/RuCl3,
4 NaBH4/

Ru(PPh3)4H2
5 and NaBH4/InCl3

6 can also be used as reducing
agents, but functional group compatibility of metal hydride re-
agents often becomes a problem.

Organosilanes are mild and environmentally benign reagents,
which have applications in many kinds of reactions. However, they
are known to be poor reducing agents, due to their low capacity to
donate hydrogen atoms or hydrides. To overcome this limitation, a
variety of modified silanes with weaker Si–H bonds and composite
reducing systems based on a combination of a silane/transition-
metal catalyst have been developed.7

Recently, Toste reported the first example of Si–H bond activa-
tion by a high-valent oxo-complex.8 The novel catalytic system
silane/ReIO2(PPh3)2 proved to be very efficient for the hydrosilyla-
tion of aldehydes and ketones. We extended this result to the
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activation of Si–H bond and B–H bond by other oxo-rhenium
complexes and oxo-molybdenum complexes. We also described
the efficient hydrosilylation of aldehydes and ketones9 and the
reduction of several functional groups such as aromatic nitro com-
pounds,10 imines,11 amides,12 esters,13 sulfoxides14 and pyridine N-
oxides14a with the catalytic system silane/oxo-complexes or bor-
ane/oxo-complexes. Royo and co-workers15 reported the use of
high-valent oxo-molybdenum and -rhenium complexes as cata-
lysts for the hydrogenation of alkynes to the corresponding al-
kenes. However, these catalytic systems were inefficient for the
reduction of alkenes.

It is known that the catalytic addition of silanes to alkenes usu-
ally gives alkylsilicon derivatives. Various complexes of transition
metals have been used as effective catalysts for this reaction,
including Rh, Ru and Ir.16 Alkenes can also be reduced by silanes
to the corresponding alkanes in the presence of Pd/C,17 PdCl2

17b

or Pd(OAc)2.18 The system silane/Pd/C proved to be efficient for
the reduction of mono- and disubstituted alkenes, but the system
silane/PdCl2 or silane/Pd(OAc)2 only reduces terminal double
bonds.

During our previous work about the deoxygenation of aromatic
nitro compounds with the catalytic system PhMe2SiH/ReIO2(PPh3)2

(5 mol %), we observed the reduction of the double bond in the sub-
strates m-nitrostyrene and ethyl p-nitrocinnamate (see Eqs. 1 and
2).10 These results suggested that the system silane/oxo-rhenium
complexes could be appropriate for the reduction of alkenes. To
the best of our knowledge, this is the first example of the reduction
of a double bond catalyzed by high-valent oxo-complexes.
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ð2Þ

In this work, we investigated the reduction of alkenes with si-
lanes catalyzed by high-valent oxo-rhenium complexes. Initially,
we studied the reduction of the test substrate 4-chlorostyrene cat-
alyzed by high-valent oxo-rhenium complexes ReIO2(PPh3)2, Re-
OCl3(PPh3)2, ReOCl3(dppm), Re2O7 and MTO, with different
silanes and using several solvents, in order to assess the best reac-
tion conditions (Tables 1–3). The progress of the reactions was
monitored by thin layer chromatography and by 1H NMR.

The reduction of 4-chlorostyrene with different catalysts was
carried out with Ph(Me)2SiH in the absence of solvent, at 45 �C un-
der air atmosphere. Among the oxo-rhenium complexes tested, Re-
IO2(PPh3)2 proved to be the most efficient (Table 1, entry 1),
reducing the 4-chlorostyrene with 100% conversion after 20 h,
using 5 mol % of this catalyst. At room temperature, similar reduc-
tion afforded the alkane in only 66% conversion (Table 1, entry 2). A
decrease in the catalyst loading to 2.5 mol % resulted in a moderate
conversion of the alkane (Table 1, entry 3). In the presence of
Table 1
Reduction of 4-chlorostyrene with dimethylphenylsilane catalyzed by high-valent oxo-rhe

Entry Catalyst (mol %)

1 ReIO2(PPh3)2 5
2 ReIO2(PPh3)2 5
3 ReIO2(PPh3)2 2.5
4 ReOCl3(PPh3)2 5
5 Re2O7 5
6 MTO 5
7 ReOCl3(dppm) 5
8 Without catalyst —

a All reactions were carried out with 1.0 mmol of alkene and 400 mol % of silane.
b Conversion was determined by 1H NMR.

Table 2
Reduction of 4-chlorostyrene with different silanes catalyzed by ReIO2(PPh3)2

a

Entry Silane Silane (mol %) Solvent

1 PhMe2SiH 200 Neat
2 PhMe2SiH 400 Neat
3 PMHS 400 Neat
4 Et3SiH 400 Neat
5 PhSiH3 200 Ether
6 Ph3SiH 400 Ether

a All reactions were carried out with 1.0 mmol of alkene and 5 mol % of ReIO2(PPh3)2.
b Conversion was determined by 1H NMR.
ReOCl3(PPh3)2, Re2O7 and MTO, the expected product was obtained
in 41–50% conversions (Table 1, entries 4–6). In contrast, the oxo-
rhenium complex ReCl3O(dppm) was ineffective for this reduction,
producing the alkane in very low conversion after 17 h (Table 1,
entry 7). Finally, no reaction was observed in the absence of cata-
lyst (Table 1, entry 8).

The reduction of 4-chlorostyrene was studied with the silanes
dimethylphenylsilane, phenylsilane, triethylsilane, triphenylsilane
and polymethylhydrosiloxane (PMHS) in the presence of 5 mol %
of ReIO2(PPh3)2 under air atmosphere. We observed that by using
only 200 mol % of dimethylphenylsilane, the reaction was incom-
plete (Table 2, entry 1). However, the product was obtained in
100% conversion, starting the reaction with 200 mol % of silane
and adding more 200 mol % after 2 h (Table 2, entry 2). In contrast,
the reductions carried out with PMHS, triethylsilane, phenylsilane
and triphenylsilane gave the product in moderate to low conver-
sions (Table 2, entries 3–6).

This novel methodology was also explored in different solvents
and under solvent-free conditions. Among the solvents tested,
ether proved to be the best, affording the product in 100% conver-
sion after 41 h at refluxing temperature (Table 3, entry 1). At room
temperature, the corresponding alkane was obtained in only 35%
conversion (Table 3, entry 2). Toluene, dichloromethane, ethanol
or acetonitrile led to moderate or low conversions (Table 3, entries
3–6). However, the best result was obtained under solvent-free
conditions affording the product in 100% conversion after 20 h (Ta-
ble 3, entry 7). At room temperature, similar reduction gave the al-
kane in only 67% conversion (Table 3, entry 8).

In order to study the scope and the limitations of this novel
methodology, we tested the catalytic system Ph(Me)2SiH/Re-
IO2(PPh3)2 (5 mol %) with several alkenes under solvent-free condi-
tions at 45 �C.19 Initially, we explored the reduction of styrene and
a series of 4-substituted styrenes. The reduction of 4-bromostyrene
nium complexesa

Temperature (�C) Time (h) Conversionb (%)

45 20 100
rt 20 66
45 24 45
45 17 41
45 24 48
45 24 50
45 17 3
45 24 No reaction

Temperature (�C) Time (h) Conversionb (%)

45 20 31
45 20 100
45 27 52
45 10 37
Reflux 24 10
Reflux 24 12



Table 3
Reduction of 4-chlorostyrene in different solventsa

Entry Solvent Temperature (�C) Time (h) Conversionb (%)

1 Ether Reflux 41 100
2 Ether rt 42 35
3 Toluene Reflux 22 40
4 CH2Cl2 Reflux 18 18
5 EtOH Reflux 24 16
6 CH3CN Reflux 20 5
7 Neat 45 20 100
8 Neat rt 20 67

a All reactions were carried out with 1.0 mmol of alkene, 400 mol % of silane and
5 mol % of ReIO2(PPh3)2.

b Conversion was determined by 1H NMR.
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and 4-(trifluoromethyl)styrene was very fast, affording the prod-
ucts in only 2 h with 100% yield (Table 4, entries 1 and 2). The
4-chloro and 4-fluorostyrenes were also completely reduced, but
required 20 h (Table 4, entries 3 and 4). Of particular importance
is the tolerance of halo substituents on the aromatic ring observed
under our catalytic conditions. Finally, the reaction of styrene gave
the ethylbenzene in 98% yield (Table 4, entry 5).

The reductions of the monosubstituted terminal olefins 3-bute-
nylbenzene and (allyloxyl)benzene were also investigated under
Table 4
Reduction of alkenes with the system PhMe2SiH/ReIO2(PPh3)2

a

Entry Substrate Product Time (h) Yieldb (%)

1 2 100

2 2 100

3 20 100

4 20 100

5 26 98

6 20 100

7 20 50

8 16 81

9 45 88

10 24 80

11 45 22

a All the reactions were carried out with 2.0 mmol of alkene, 400 mol % of silane
and 5 mol % of ReIO2(PPh3)2.

b The yields were determined by NMR using toluene (2.0 mmol) as an internal
standard.
our catalytic conditions. The olefin 3-butenylbenzene was com-
pletely reduced, but the (allyloxyl)benzene afforded the propoxy-
benzene in only 50% yield (Table 4, entries 6 and 7).

The catalytic system Ph(Me)2SiH/ReIO2(PPh3)2 (5 mol %) was
also successfully applied to the reduction of disubstituted alkenes.
From the reactions of 1-chloro-4-isopropenylbenzene and (1E)-1-
propenylbenzene were obtained the 1-chloro-4-isopropylbenzene
in 81% yield (Table 4, entry 8) and the propylbenzene in 88% yield
(Table 4, entry 9), respectively.

The alkenes ethyl (2E)-3-phenyl-2-propenoate and (2E)-3-phe-
nyl-2-propenenitrile were also reduced under our catalytic condi-
tions, giving the corresponding ethyl 3-phenylpropanoate and
3-phenylpropanenitrile in 80% and 22%, respectively (Table 4, en-
tries 10 and 11). These results showed the chemoselective reduc-
tion of the double bonds in the presence of ester and cyano groups.

The results presented above clearly demonstrate the capacity of
the Ph(Me)2SiH/ReIO2(PPh3)2 system to catalyze the hydrogenation
of a variety of alkenes.

In contrast to the simplicity of the reaction, devising the corre-
sponding mechanism is not a straightforward matter. In fact, the
known reactivity of ReIO2(PPh3)2 (1) has been probed both experi-
mentally and computationally and seems to take place by the addi-
tion of the Si–H bond across the Re@O bond to form 2 (see
Scheme 1)8a,b,20 According to published work on oxo-hydride com-
plexes like Tp*Re(O)H(OTf) and [Re(O)H2(P3)] + (P3 = PhP{CH2CH2

CH2PCy2}2), the oxo-hydride complex 2 is quite likely to react with
an olefin by insertion of the double bond in the Re–H bond forming
the Re-alkyl complex 3 (see Scheme 1).21 This intermediate could
evolve by reverting to 1 and an alkylsilane, RCH2CH2SiR3, which
would then be reduced to the alkane. In many cases, alkene hydrosi-
lylation is accompanied by alkene hydrogenation.16e We, therefore,
decided to check whether our catalytic system was able to hydroge-
nate alkylsilanes to alkanes.

Thus, we prepared the alkylsilane derivative 5 reacting 4-chlo-
rostyrene with dimethylphenylsilane in the presence of a catalytic
amount of ReBr(CO)5

16d (see Scheme 2). The reduction of this com-
pound was attempted with the catalytic system Ph(Me)2SiH/Re-
IO2(PPh3)2 (5 mol %) at 45 �C under solvent-free conditions.
However, no reaction was observed. This result shows that alkylsi-
lane 5 is not an intermediate in the hydrogenation of alkenes under
our catalytic conditions.

Since Abu-Omar and co-workers22 reported the formation of
hydrogen by hydrolytic oxidation of silanes catalyzed by a cationic
oxo-rhenium complex, raising the possibility that in our system
Scheme 1. Reaction of alkenes with the hydride (PPh3)2(O)IRe(H)OSiR3.

Scheme 2. Synthesis of the alkylsilane 5.
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dihydrogen was being produced and immediately consumed in the
hydrogenation of the alkene. However, the same author observed
that ReIO2(PPh3)2, ReOCl3(PPh3)2 and MTO did not catalyze the
production of hydrogen from silanes ruling out this possibility
for our system.

It is clear that further studies are needed in order to gain a bet-
ter understanding of the mechanism, mainly by identifying the fate
of the R3Si groups as well as by attempting to identify other Re
containing intermediates or side products.

In conclusion, we have developed, to the best of our knowledge,
the first example of the practical, catalytic hydrogenation of alkenes
to the corresponding alkanes by molecular high-valent oxo-rhenium
(V) and (VII) complexes and a silane. This novel methodology was
successfully applied to the reduction of mono- and disubstituted
olefins, in contrast to the method using silanes catalyzed by PdCl2

or Pd(OAc)2, which only reduced monosubstituted terminal double
bonds.17b,18

An important benefit of this method is that the reduction is
done in the absence of hydrogen gas and high pressures. This novel
method can be carried out in simple, readily available laboratory
equipment, in contrast to catalytic hydrogenation, which demands
handling of hydrogen gas and often requires rather expensive high-
pressure equipment.

Other advantages of this methodology include high yields, good
chemoselectivity, mild conditions, easy preparation of the cata-
lyst8a and its stability towards air and moisture, allowing the reac-
tion to be carried out under air atmosphere. We believe that this
procedure will be a useful and attractive alternative to the existing
methods for the reduction of alkenes.

Further mechanistic studies and other synthetic applications of
this catalytic system, including asymmetric hydrogenation of al-
kenes are under investigation in our group.
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